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EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

116 South Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206     412.441.3800     www.ELPC.church 

 
As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
and the Spirit who empowers us. We show God’s unconditional love by providing a refuge for spiritual growth,  

ardently pursuing justice, and extending Christ’s radical hospitality to all. (Strategic Vision mission statement, 2011) 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
DECEMBER 24, 2020 — 8:00 PM 

 PRELUDE “In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729” Johann Sebastian Bach 
    Dr. Edward Alan Moore, organ 
   “In the Bleak Midwinter” Mary E. Caldwell 
    Robin Schmeider, soloist 
   “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst 
    Cody Conley, violin 
   “A Song of Peace” Teresa Jennings 
    Michael Warren, soloist 
   “Do You Hear What I Hear?” arr. Harry Simeone 
    Denise Sheffey-Powell, soloist 
   “The Little Drummer Boy/Peace on Earth” as recorded by 
    Bing Crosby and David Bowie 
    Todd Farwell and David Jennings Smith, soloists 
   “Christmas Lullaby” Jason Robert Brown 
    Adrianna Cleveland, soloist 
   “In Dulci Jubilo” Marcel Dupré 
    Dr. Moore, organ 
   “Cantique de Noël/O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam 
    Gail Novak Mosites, soloist 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP & ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING  The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
    The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
    The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
    The Rev. BJ Woodworth 
 Leader: Once more we light the Advent candles, although our time of waiting is almost at an end.  
  We light a candle of peace, as we await the one called the Prince of Peace.  
 

  First candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: We light a candle of hope, as we prepare our hearts for the Savior who was, who is, and who is 
to come.  

 

  Second candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: We light a candle of joy, as we celebrate the birth of Immanuel, God with us. 
 

  Third candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: And we light a candle of love, knowing that on Christmas Eve love came down in the form of a 
child born in a manger, bringing grace upon grace to each of us and for all the world. O come, 
all ye faithful – let us worship God!   

 

  Fourth candle is lit. 
 



 CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 

 PRAYER OF ADORATION    Kathryn Ophardt 
 Loving God, as you came at night when all was still, so enter our lives this night. Wherever we are now, be 

near to us. Illuminate our homes and our paths with the light of Christ’s presence, that we may clearly see 
the way, the truth, and the life of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, Mother of us all, now and forever. Amen.  

 

 SPECIAL MUSIC   David Jennings-Smith, soloist 
   “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Robert MacGimsey 
 

 READINGS FOR THE SEASON — THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS The Rev. Dr. Bush 
     The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
     The Rev. Schoenewolf 
     The Rev. Woodworth 
 

 ELPC CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROM AROUND THE WORLD  
 

 READINGS FOR THE SEASON — WHEN JOSEPH CAME TO BETHLEHEM by J. Barrie Shepherd 
     The Rev. Dr. Bush 
     The Rev. Woodworth 
 

 SPECIAL MUSIC   “Christmas Bell Medley” Christine D. Anderson/Daniel Kramlich 
     Keith Irvin, handbells 
 

 READINGS FOR THE SEASON — QUOTES FROM DIETRICH BONHOEFFER  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
     The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 SPECIAL MUSIC “Who Would Imagine a King” Marvyn Warren/Hallerin Hilton Hill 
   Adrianna Cleveland and Michael Warren, soloists 
 

 SCRIPTURE READINGS Isaiah 11:1-2, 6 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
  Isaiah 12:2, 6 The Rev. Schoenewolf 
  Isaiah 60:1-3, 6, 22 The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
  Luke 2:1-17 The Rev. Schoenewolf 
   The Rev. Woodworth 
   The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 CAROL  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” MENDELSSOHN 
 

 SCRIPTURE LESSON Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 SERMON “From Darkness to Light” The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 CAROL  “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES 
 

 OFFERING INVITATION  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
We offer our gifts in response to God's love, and the grace of Jesus Christ, which we seek to make known through the ministries 
of this congregation. Please visit www.ELPC.church/donate if you would like to make a contribution.  

 

Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 



Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

— THE LORD’S SUPPER — 
 

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  The Rev. Schoenewolf 
  Leader: El Señor esté con ustedes.  The Lord be with you. 
  People: Y también contigo.  And also with you. 
  Leader: Levantemos nuestros corazones.  Lift up your hearts. 
  People: Lo tenemos levantado al Señor.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Demos gracias al Señor nuestro Dios.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  People: Es justo dar gracias y alabanzas a Dios. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  Leader: You are holy, O God of majesty …  
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 SHARING THE BREAD & THE CUP 
 

 MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  The Brass Roots 
  “O Magnum Mysterium” Morten Lauridsen 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   The Rev. Woodworth 
  God of grace and peace, as you have shared your life with us through the child in the manger and 

this simple meal together, let us share your life with others as the body of Christ in the world, the 
hands, voice, eyes and heart of Christ wherever we go. May we ever live as instruments of your 
great love. Amen.  

 

 LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE John 1:1-5, 14 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 CAROL  “Silent Night, Holy Night!” STILLE NACHT 
 

 CHARGE & BENEDICTION  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 CAROL  “The First Nowell” THE FIRST NOWELL 
 

 POSTLUDE  Dr. Moore, organ 
  “Toccata on Antioch” Craig Philips 

 

P A R T I C I PA N T S  
 

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 

Liturgists: The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy, The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf, The Rev. BJ Woodworth 
 

Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore, Organist/Music Director 
 

Quartet: Adrianna Cleveland, Robin Schmeider, Michael Painter, Todd Farwell 
 

Soloists:  Adrianna Cleveland, Todd Farwell, David Jennings-Smith, Gail Novak Mosites 
  Robin Schmeider, Denise Sheffey-Powell, Michael Warren 
  Keith Irvin, Handbells 
  Cody Conley, Violin 
  The Brass Roots 
 

A/V:  Tim Benedict and Wayne Gaines  
  Dr. Edward Alan Moore, Music Videos Recording and Editing    



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 



HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 





WHAT CHILD IS THIS 



SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT! 
 



THE FIRST NOWELL 




