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412.441.3800 ♦ www.ELPC.church 
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Prelude by Gerard Rohlf  

Welcome and Opening Centering/Candle Lighting by Rev. BJ Woodworth 
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Psalm 18 (from Psalms for Praying by Nan C. Merrill) 

O Compassionate One, You reached from on high, 
You took me, You drew me out of many waters. 
You delivered me from fears that bound me, 
and from ignorance that blinded me; 
for they threatened to overcome me, 
to separate me from You. 
 
They came up on me when I looked not to You; 
yet You, O merciful one, were ever present. 
You brought me forth into Light; 
You released my fears, 
You delighted in me. 
 
O Holy One, you see the intentions of my heart; 
As I surrender to your love, I grow in peace and gratitude. 
For to lose my life is to find Life; 
O keep me steadfast in my love for you, 
Life of my life! 
 
The spirit of the Word is ever before me, 
the Counselor ever-present to guide me. 
I pray for a clean heart, O Beloved, 
to free from my guilt. 
May I walk with you justly, with mercy, and in peace, 
a mirror of your Love in the world. 
 
Those who love truth will see your Light 
those who walk in justice will see your mercy; 
Those who live with integrity will see You in all they meet; 
But those whose path is crooked, who walk on the low road, 
will live in the shadow of fear. 
The humble are always close to you, 
the haughty, too distracted to see, will one day fall. 
 
Yes, You are the Light of my life: 
You shine through my darkness. 
Yes, with You I can do all things; 
and my spirit soars like an eagle. 
Your ways lead to wholeness, 
O loving presence; Your word in me is life; 
how tenderly you live in my heart! 



13 …Two disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 
Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all the things that had happened 15 
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself  came near and went with them, 
16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him… 28 As they came near the village 
to which they were going, he walked ahead as if  he were going on. 29 But they urged 
him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening, and the day is now 
nearly over.” So, he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed, and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32 They 
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us 
on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”  

The Word/Meditation, Luke 24:13-16;28-32 



Prayer from St. John of the Cross (1542--1591)  

O Living flame of  love… 
O lamps with fire 
In whose splendors 
the deep caverns of  feeling, 
once obscure and blind, 
now give forth, coming on so rarely, so exquisitely, 
both warmth and light to their beloved. 
  
How gently and lovingly 
You wake in my heart, 
where in secret you dwell alone; 
and in sweet breathing, 
filled with good and glory, 
how tenderly you swell my heart with love. 



NB24: Holy Spirit, Come to Us 

Prayers of Intercession: Lighting of Candles 
 

As you feel led to pray this evening, 
you are invited to come and light a candle as your prayer of intercession. 

 

 

Sung Response:  *  I Lift My Hands  

OneLicense.net #A-700877 





Blessing of Fire 

Blessing of fire be up on you 
may the light of God Luminate you 
and may the flame of love burn brightly in you. 
May you discover each day anew; your own hidden fire and enter it fully. 
AMEN! 
- Christine Valters Painter, Water, Wind, Earth and Fire, pg. 73-7 



In Pursuit of Silence | Film Viewing and Conversation   
Saturday, Aug 14 from 7–9 pm  
In Pursuit of Silence is a documentary that meditatively 
explores our relationship with silence, sound, and the im-
pact of noise on our lives. Beginning with an ode to John 
Cage’s groundbreaking composition, 4’33”, the film takes 
us on an immersive cinematic journey around the globe—
from a traditional tea ceremony in Kyoto, to the streets of 
Mumbai during the wild festival season—and inspires us to 
experience silence and celebrate the wonders of our 
world. RSVP to Norma by Aug 13 (412.441.3800 x111). 

 SPIRITUAL LIFE EVENTS  

SAVE THE DATE: 
 
 

CENTER FOR ACTION AND 
CONTEMPLATIONS 

CONSPIRE CONFERENCE 
 

September 24-26, 2021 

 
A VIRTUAL SIMULCAST EVENT AT ELPC 

 

Me / Us / the World 
Living Inside God’s Great Story 

 

An online event featuring conference pre-
senters James Finley, Barbara Holmes,  
Jacqui Lewis, Brian McLaren, Richard 

Rohr, and Mirabai Starr. 
 
Over the weekend of Sept. 24–26, the 
Spiritual Life Committee invites you to a 
virtual simulcast of the Center for Action 
and Contemplation’s CONSPIRE Confer-
ence, Me/Us/the World: Living Inside God’s 
Great Story.  
 
In this time of great unknowing, how do we 
expand our sense of self to include love, 
healing, and forgiveness—not just for our-
selves and those like us, but for the entire 
world? Join spiritual seekers across the 
world for an interactive, global gathering to 
experience God’s love, grace, and com-



INFORMATION ABOUT TAIZÉ 
 

ABOUT TAIZÉ: Taizé is an international ecumenical prayer community in Taizé, France which was found-
ed in 1940 by a young seminary student, Roger Schultz, as a place of hospitality and reconciliation during 
World War II. Today, thousands of young people come each week to Taizé to pray with the brothers and dis-
cern God's purpose for their lives. Taizé Prayer Pilgrimages and Intercontinental Meetings around the globe 
bring together thousands more in an effort to become the prayerful, reconciled presence of Christ wherever 
they live. 
   Taizé prayers at East Liberty Presbyterian Church were begun in the Spring of 1992 in preparation for an in-
tercontinental meeting in Dayton. The experience proved to be so meaningful that we have continued to pray 
every Wednesday evening since then, inviting people of all backgrounds to join with us. 
   Taizé is located in eastern France, southeast of Paris, north of Lyons, due west of Geneva, Switzerland, be-
tween the towns of Chalon-sur-Saône and Macon. Here are the ways to get Taizé information: 
 Address:  Taizé Community, 71250 TAIZE, France 
 To contact Taizé:  community@taize.fr 
 To visit Taizé:  meetings@taize.fr 
 List of useful info:  info@taize.fr 
 Web site:  www.taize.fr 
 Telephone:  011-33 385 50 30 02  Fax: 011-33 385 50 30 16 
 

YOU ARE WELCOME AT EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:  Our congregation 
seeks to promote peace, justice and human dignity; to reflect a spirit of openness, sharing and learning in our 
ministry and mission; to build a richly diverse faith community that witnesses to our oneness in Christ across all 
boundaries of race, social class, ability, culture, age, gender and sexual identity. (From our Strategic Plan.) 
 ELPC Web site: www.ELPC.church 
 E-mail: BJW@coh.net 
 

You are welcome at any of our programs and worship services. It is possible to have more than one church 

home. Perhaps you would be interested in becoming a member or friend of this Church. If so, please speak to 

The Rev. BJ Woodworth, Minister of Taizé Prayer (BJW@coh.net or 412.441.3800 x141). 

Please visit our website for more 
information about the ministries of 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church. 


