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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
JULY 18, 2021 — 10 AM SUMMER WORSHIP 

 GATHERING MUSIC  
HYMN #49 (V 1,3,4) “The God of Abraham Praise ” LOBE DEN HERREN 
HYMN #814 (sing 3x) “In God Alone ” IN THE LORD I’LL BE EVER THANKFUL 
HYMN #321 (V 1,3,5) “The Church’s One Foundation ” ASSURANCE 

 

 WELCOME & CHURCH NEWS    The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 

 SHARING GOD’S PEACE  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
Leader: La paz de Cristo esté con ustedes.   The peace of Christ be with you.  
People: Y también contigo.    And also with you.   

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP      Pam  Kimmel 
Leader: O God, you are the light of the hearts that know you, the life of the souls that love you, and 

the strength of every thought that seeks you.  
People: To turn from you is to fall, to turn to you is to rise, to abide with you is to possess a 

hope that never fails.  
Leader: Every day of our lives, from the first to our last, the Lord’s faithfulness and mercy is ever 

near.  
People: Let us then sing and give praise to God’s name and tell the good news of salvation from 

day to day!  
 

* HYMN #363 “Rejoice, the Lord is King!” HYFRYDOL 
Rejoice the Lord is King! Your Lord and King adore!  
Rejoice, give thanks, and sing, and triumph evermore. 
  
Refrain:  Lift up your heart; Lift up your voice;  
   Rejoice, again I say, rejoice. 
 
His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er earth and heaven;  
the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given. (Refrain)  
 

Rejoice in glorious hope! For Christ the judge shall come  
and gather all the Saints to their eternal home . (Refrain)  
 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                     Kathryn Ophardt 
 

  
 
 

EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

116 South Highland Ave., Pittsburgh, PA  15206     412.441.3800     www.ELPC.church 

 
As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
and the Spirit who empowers us. We show God’s unconditional love by providing a refuge for spiritual growth,  

ardently pursuing justice, and extending Christ’s radical hospitality to all. (Strategic Vision mission statement, 2011) 

* Indicates where to please rise in body or spirit. 



PRAYER OF CONFESSION    Kathryn Ophardt 
O Lord our God, you call us to work for a world where all will be fed and have dignity, but we find ourselves 
distracted by our own desires. You call us to seek justice and peace, but we are satisfied with injustice and 
discord. You call us to bring liberty to the oppressed, but we do not insist on freedom for all. You tell us not to 
grieve as those who have no hope, but we find ourselves captive to despair, doubt, and anxiety for the future. 
Forgive us, O Lord. Turn us to your will by the power of your Spirit, so that we may know your justice, 
mercy, comfort, and peace. Hear now our silent prayers of confession, offered in the name of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

 

 TIME OF SILENT PRAYER  
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS                                                                                  Kathryn Ophardt 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel.  
People: En Jesucristo tenemos perdón!  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! 
 ¡Alabado sea Dios!   Praise God!  

 

 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON I Thessalonians 4:13-5:5 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so, through Jesus, God will bring him those who have died. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of 
the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 
who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangels call and with the 
sound of God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so 
we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written 
to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 
When they say, there is peace and security, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains 
come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the 
night or of darkness. 
 

Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

* HYMN #350 “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning ” KEEP YOUR LAMPS 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning; keep your lamps trimmed and burning;  
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, for the time is drawing nigh. 
 
Refrain: Sisters don't grow weary; brothers don't grow weary;  

                       children don't grow weary, for the time is drawing nigh. 
                 

It's our faith makes us happy; it's our face makes us happy; 
It's our faith makes us happy, for the time is drawing nigh. (Refrain) 
 

 

   
 MOMENTS WITH OUR CHILDREN                                            The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 
    
 

* Indicates where to please rise in body or spirit. 

July 18 • 8th Sunday after Pentecost 



SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                          The Rev. Dr. Bush and Rev Fowler-Searcy 
Presentation of Children – Grayson Breisinger, son of Raegan & Garrett Breisinger; Elena 
Grace Graham, daughter of Christina & Scott Graham; Zander & Zoe Panichella, son and 
daughter of Alissa & James Panichella   

    
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
ACT OF BAPTIZING 
 
* HYMN #492 (sing 3X) “ You Belong to Christ ”  
 You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 SERMON  “First Words, Last Words: Grieving With Hope ” The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 
 TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION 
 

 PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 ANTHEM  “Brother James’s Air (The Lord’s My Shepherd)” arr. Gordon Jacob   
 
 OFFERING INVITATION    The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 

We offer our gifts in response to God's love, and the grace of Jesus Christ, which we seek to make known through the ministries 
of this congregation.   
Please visit www.ELPC.church/donate if you would like to make a contribution, or leave your 
donation in the collection box in the Courtyard.  
 

DOXOLOGY  OLD HUNDREDTH 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

* Indicates where to please rise in body or spirit. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & DEDICATION  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
   The Rev . Fowler-Searcy 

Leader: El Señor esté con ustedes. The Lord be with you. 
People: Y también contigo. And also with you. 
Leader: Levantemos nuestros corazones. Lift up your hearts. 
People: Lo tenemos levantado al Señor. We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Demos gracias al Señor  Let us give thanks to the Lord  
 nuestro Dios. our God.  
People: Es justo dar gracias y  It is right to give God  
 alabanzas a Dios. thanks and praise. 
Leader: God of this day and all our future days, use our gifts to bring healing to a broken and hurting 

world; use our hearts to offer compassion to a grieving and anxious world; and use our spirits 
to proclaim your gospel of hope right here and throughout this world you have made and 
redeemed. In Christ’s name we pray..  

People: Amén.      Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN #384 “Soon and Very Soon” SOON AND VERY SOON 

Soon and very soon we are going to see the King. (repeat 2x) 
Hallelujah Hallelujah we're going to see the King! 
 
No more crying there: we are going to see the King. (repeat 2x) 
Hallelujah Hallelujah we're going to see the King! 
 
No more dying there: we are going to see the King. (repeat 2x) 
Hallelujah Hallelujah we're going to see the King! 

 

* Indicates where to please rise in body or spirit. 

July 18 • 8th Sunday after Pentecost 

As part of ELPC’s mission to extend radical 
hospitality to all, our full worship service  

is also being livestreamed on: 
 

Facebook 
www.facebook.com/EastLibertyPresbyterian 

 

YouTube 
http://tiny.cc/elpc-youtube 

 

and archived at www.ELPC.church 
 
 
 

If  you would like to make a 
contribution, please visit: 

www.ELPC.church/donate 
or put your donation in the 

donation box in the Courtyard. 

 

P A R T I C I PA N T S  
I N  W O R S H I P  T O D A Y  

 
Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 

Liturgists: The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
  The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
  Kathryn Ophardt 
  Pam Kimmel 
 
 

Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore,  
       Organist/Music Director 
  ELPC Summer Choir 
 

A/V:  Tim Benedict  
  Wayne Gaines  



In Pursuit of Silence | Film Viewing and Conversation   
Saturday, Aug 14 from 7–9 pm  
In Pursuit of Silence is a documentary that meditatively 
explores our relationship with silence, sound, and the 
impact of noise on our lives. Beginning with an ode to 
John Cage’s groundbreaking composition, 4’33”, the film 
takes us on an immersive cinematic journey around the 
globe—from a traditional tea ceremony in Kyoto, to the 
streets of the loudest city on the planet, Mumbai, during 
the wild festival season—and inspires us to experience 
silence and celebrate the wonders of our world. RSVP to 
Norma by Friday, Aug 13 (412.441.3800 x111). 
 

CHILL OUT!  Next Sunday, July 25th, after the Garth 
worship service, you are invited to a social time, complete 
with some Rita’s Ice. 
Drop by at the Penn Avenue entry to catch up with one 
another about summer plans, going maskless, or whatever 
catches your fancy. 
Sponsored by Membership and Outreach.  
 
Soul Food Summer Classes  
Sundays at 8:45 am 
Join us this summer as we conclude our discussion of In 
My Grandmother’s House: Black Women, Faith, and the 
Stories We Inherit by Yolanda Pierce. We will discuss 
chapter 11 on Sunday, July 25, and chapter 12 on 
Sunday, Aug 22. All sessions will meet on Zoom at 8:45 
am. Weekday make-up sessions will be scheduled for 
those who cannot participate on these scheduled days. 
For more info, contact the Rev. Joe Hajdu 
(hajdu625@comcast.net).  

Taizé Services Remain in Sanctuary  
Our weekly Taizé prayer service will gather in the  
Sanctuary at 7 pm.  Join us as we utilize this beautiful 
space to continue building upon the historic tradition of 
Taizé at ELPC. In-person attendance is welcome, and no 
pre-registration is necessary.  
 

Garden Stewards Needed 
Any day and time at your convenience 
We are seeking volunteer Garden Stewards to weed 
independently in the ELPC gardens! Once you sign up 
online at signupgenius.com/go/9040849ACAD29A0FE3-
garden, Megan Leisher will contact you. You can come as 
little or as often as you'd like. Even 30 minutes helps! 
Contact Megan with any questions (MeganL@coh.net).  
     
 

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study Summer Gathering 
Tuesday, July 20 from Noon-1 pm 
Please join Presbyterian Women on Zoom to explore 
“Women in the Church, Then and Now.” Lyndsay Hardin 
Freeman’s book Bible Women states that there are 93 
women who speak in the Bible, 49 of whom are named.  
We will focus on both women in the New Testament and 
women leaders in the church since then. All women are 
invited to join. To participate, please email 
PW.ELPC@gmail.com.  
 

LGBTQ Ministry’s Spiritual Gathering 
Sunday, July 25 at 11:30 am  
You are invited to the next spiritual gathering of ELPC’s 
LGBTQ Ministry as we share food and fellowship. Allies 
and LGBTQIA+ folks alike are welcome. This month we 
will meet in person and via Zoom. Contact Wil Forrest for 
info and to attend (412.441.3800 x118; Wil@coh.net). 
 

High School Mission Retreat  
Tuesday–Friday, Aug 10–13 
Youth who have completed grade 8 or higher are invited to 
join us for our High School Mission Retreat at Crestfield 
Camp in Slippery Rock. We’ll enjoy a combination of 
service projects around the camp, worship and Bible 
study, and a lot of group fun after being apart for so long. 
We will be using Crestfield’s space but planning our own 
schedule, meals, and worship. Register at ELPC.church or 
contact Sara Hackett (SaraH@coh.net). 

Visit our website for more info at www.ELPC.church 



Visit our website for more info at www.ELPC.church 

Letter-Writing Session 
Sunday, July 18 
The ELPC Justice Committee invites you to participate in a 
justice-related letter writing opportunitiy following the 10 
am worship service in the Fellowship Room and on Zoom.  
     Join us today, Sunday, July 18 (PA HB 279: Allow 
Undocumented PA Residents to secure a Driver’s 
License). For more info, contact Vivienne Selia 
(vselia@comcast.net).  
     Zoom info: www.zoom.us, Meeting ID: 834 2558 5198, 
Passcode: 720864. 
 

Experience Yoga and JourneyDance at Home 
Weekly classes 
Yamuna Morgenstern is offering online Yoga classes on 
Wednesdays from 6–7 pm, as well as JourneyDance 
classes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays at 8 am, 
as well as on the third Friday of every month at 7 pm.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 CONSPIRE Conference Simulcast  
September 24-26 
Over the weekend of Sept. 24–26, the Spiritual Life 
Committee invites you to a virtual simulcast of the 
Center for Action and Contemplation’s CONSPIRE 
Conference, Me/Us/the World: Living Inside God’s 
Great Story.  
     In this time of great unknowing, how do we expand 
our sense of self to include love, healing, and for-
giveness—not just for ourselves and those like us, but 
for the entire world? Join spiritual seekers across the 
world for an interactive, global gathering to experience 
God’s love, grace, and compassion. Presenters in-
clude James Finley, Barbara Holmes, Jacqui Lewis, 
Brian McLaren, Richard Rohr, and Mirabai Starr.  
     Learn more at www.cac.org/conspire-2021.  



#49—THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE  



#814—IN GOD ALONE (sing 3x) 



#321— THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION   

CCLI #689547 



#363— REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING!  



#350—KEEP YOUR LAMPS TRIMMED AND BURNING  



#492—YOU BELONG TO CHRIST  



#384—SOON AND VERY SOON  


