
EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

116 South Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206     412.441.3800     www.ELPC.church 

 
As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
and the Spirit who empowers us. We show God’s unconditional love by providing a refuge for spiritual growth,  

ardently pursuing justice, and extending Christ’s radical hospitality to all. (Strategic Vision mission statement, 2011) 

Christmas Eve Service  
DECEMBER 24, 2021 — 10:00 PM 

 PRELUDE “In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729” Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

   Prelude on “Greensleeves” Richard Purvis 
 

   “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” arr. Bob McNally, Jr. 
 

   “The Secret of Christmas” James Van Heusen 
    Adrianna Cleveland, soloist 
 

   “The Jesus Gift” Gilbert Martin 
    David Jennings-Smith, soloist 
 

   “Behold That Star” H.T. Burleigh 
    Denise Sheffey-Powell, soloist 
 

   “O Little Town of Bethlehem” John Prindle Scott 
    Todd Farwell, soloist 
 

   “In Dulci Jubilo” Marcel Dupré 
 

   “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam 
    Robin Schmeider, soloist 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP & ADVENT CANDLE-LIGHTING  Tiffany Sudar and David Carl 
 Leader: Welcome to our Christmas Eve service here at East Liberty Presbyterian Church.  
  May the peace of Christ be with you.  
 People: And also with you.  
 Leader: Against the darkness of injustice and despair, tonight we light the candle of hope.  
 

  First candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: Against the powers of violence and the swords refusing to be beaten into plowshares, we light 
the candle of peace.  

 

  Second candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: Against the weight of loss, grief, and depression, we light the candle of joy.  
 

  Third candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: Against the false authority of hatred and in response to all who are suffering, we light the candle 
of love.  

 

  Fourth candle is lit. 
 

 Leader: God has come to us this evening as a child and Savior. Christ is present in our midst. Walking in 
the light of faith, let us be people of hope, peace, joy and love! 

 

* Indicates where you may please rise in body or spirit. 



* PROCESSIONAL HYMN #119 (music printed in bulletin)  MENDELSSOHN 

  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY    The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 Leader: Glory to you, Almighty God, for you sent your only-begotten Son, that we might have new life. 
 People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for you became flesh and lived among us that we might 

become your people. 
 Leader: Glory to you, Holy Spirit, for you direct and rule our lives.  
 People: Glory to you, Almighty God, and to your Son, Jesus Christ, and to the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

* HYMN #109 (music printed in bulletin) “Blest Be The God of Israel” MERLE’S TUNE 
 

 READINGS FOR THE SEASON — PART 1  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
     The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
     Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
     Beth Bush, Adrianna Cleveland, Matt Stufft 
 

 CHORAL ANTHEM   “On Christmas Night” arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 
 

 READINGS FOR THE SEASON — PART 2  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
     The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
     Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
     Beth Bush, Adrianna Cleveland, Matt Stufft 
 

 ANTHEM   “Gesù Bambino” Pietro Yon 
 
 SCRIPTURE READINGS Luke 2:1-7, Isaiah 9:2-7 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 SERMON “A Child Born for Us” The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 

 HYMN #113 (music printed in bulletin) “Angels We Have Heard on High” GLORIA 
 

 OFFERING INVITATION  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 OFFERTORY ANTHEM “The First Nowell” arr. Howard Cable 
 

* DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION  OLD HUNDREDTH 
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— THE LORD’S SUPPER — 
 

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 

 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
  Leader: El Señor esté con ustedes.  The Lord be with you. 
  People: Y también contigo.  And also with you. 
  Leader: Levantemos nuestros corazones.  Lift up your hearts. 
  People: Lo tenemos levantado al Señor.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Demos gracias al Señor nuestro Dios.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  People: Es justo dar gracias y alabanzas a Dios. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  Leader: You are holy, O God of majesty …  
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  The Lord’s Prayer can be found on pg. 35 (English), on pg. 40 (Español) or on pg. 45 (한국어) in the Glory to God hymnal.  
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION The Rev. Dr. Bush 
  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 SHARING THE BREAD & THE CUP 
The communion elements are gluten-free bread and grape juice. The congregation is invited to come forward by using the center 
aisle to the communion servers where each may receive the bread and the cup, then returning to their seats via the side aisles to 
partake of the elements. Those not able to come forward will be served in their seats.    

 

 MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  
  Hymn #124 (music printed in bulletin) “Still, Still, Still” STILL, STILL, STILL 
 

  Hymn #128 (music printed in bulletin) “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” W ŻŁOBIE LEŻY 
 

  Hymn #146 (music printed in bulletin) “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
  Gracious God, as Christmas Eve draws to an end, may all the weary world rest now in peace, 

confident that your love will overcome the darkness as surely as the sun rises each new morning. 
We entrust ourselves and those we love to your care as we go forth to spread the light of Christmas 
joy. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.   

 

 LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE John 1:1-5, 14 The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

* HYMN #122 (music printed in bulletin) “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 
 

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

* RECESSIONAL HYMN #134 (music printed in bulletin)  ANTIOCH 
  “Joy to the World” 
 

 POSTLUDE “Toccata on Joy to the World” Craig Phillips 
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As part of ELPC’s mission to extend radical hospitality to all, 
our full worship service is now being livestreamed on Facebook 
and archived at www.ELPC.church. This notice is to inform you 
that by being in attendance, you give permission for incidences 
where you appear within the video. Should you have any 
questions, please see one of our pastors.  Please turn off all 
electronic devices before the service begins.  

 
♦  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E  
 

Preaching: The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
Liturgists: The Rev. Patrice L. Fowler-Searcy 
 Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
 Beth Bush 
 David Carl  
 Adrianna Cleveland 
 Tiffany Sudar 
 Matt Stufft  
Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
    Organist and Music Director 
 ELPC Chancel Choir  
Soloists: Adrianna Cleveland 
 Todd Farwell 
 David Jennings-Smith 
 Robin Schmeider  
 Denise Sheffey-Powell 
Brass Roots: Samuel Eisenhandler, Trumpet 
 Matthew McCormack, Trumpet 
 Rana Jurjus, Horn 
 Taylor Jones, Trombone 
 John Caughman, Tuba 
Beadles: Liz Hopkins  
 Mario Seneca 
Crucifer: Mark Statler  
Sound: Tim Benedict  
 Wayne Gaines 

 
♦  W O R S H I P  F L O W E R S  
 

The poinsettia plants in the Sanctuary are in loving 
memory of the Honorable Andrew W. Mellon and Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Beatty Mellon.  
 

♦  S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

There will be no Journey service on Sunday, Dec 26 and Jan 2. 
 

11 am .......... Sanctuary Worship.  Our largest service 
with a multi-cultural congregation and 
music from organ, piano and choir.   

 Dec 26 — The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
preaching.   

 

♦  W E E K D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

Taizé Sung Prayer 
Chants and periods of meditative silence modeled after 
the Taizé community in France. Rev. BJ Woodworth 
leads this service in the Chapel.  

Wednesdays, 7 pm 

No service on Wednesday, Dec 29 
 

Prayer Room (in Highland Ave hallway) 
Come to sit and pray in silence. Come to experience 
the quiet in the midst of the wonderful busyness. 
  Available everyday 
 
♦  S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  O F F E R I N G S  
 

Contemplative Prayer  
Rev. BJ Woodworth will lead a time on Zoom to 
practice a variety of contemplative prayer practices 
utilizing fixed prayers, scripture, music, silence, art and 
our bodies. 

Mondays, 7:30 am to 8 am 
Meeting ID #959 8065 3992 

Passcode: bestill 
 

Yoga Retreat  
Join Yamuna Morgenstern and Katrina Woodworth 
for a yoga retreat at ELPC. We will begin the day with 
yoga, followed by moments for movement, reflection, 
meditation, and lunch. We hope also to offer the 
experience of kirtan (sacred call and response chanting 
in Sanskrit). Register by Jan 23 to Norma 
(412.441.3800 x111). Suggested donation: $35-60. 

Saturday, Jan 29, 9 am to 5 pm 
 

Cathedral Yoga 
Yamuna will lead yoga in-person in the Sanctuary 
before the 7 pm Taizé Prayer service.  

Wednesdays, 6 to 7 pm 

W E L C O M E  V I S I T O R S ! 
 

We are grateful to have you join us for worship 
and ask you to register your name in our red 
Friendship Books. 
 

To learn more about our programs, church  
activities and volunteer services, we invite you to also: 

 

Pick up a copy of our newsletter, the Reaching Out, 
either in the Narthex or at the Hospitality Desk 
near the Highland Avenue doors. 

 

Call the Church Office (412.441.3800), or visit the 
ELPC website at www.ELPC.church. 



HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING 



CCLI #689547 

BLEST BE THE GOD OF ISRAEL 



ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 

CCLI #689547 



STILL, STILL, STILL 

CCLI #689547 



INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY 



GENTLE MARY LAID HER CHILD 



SILENT NIGHT 

Public domain 



 

JOY TO THE WORLD 

Public domain 


