
EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

116 South Highland Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206     412.441.3800     www.ELPC.church 

 
As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
and the Spirit who empowers us. We show God’s unconditional love by providing a refuge for spiritual growth,  

ardently pursuing justice, and extending Christ’s radical hospitality to all. (Strategic Vision mission statement, 2011) 

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY SERVICE 
DECEMBER 24, 2021 — 5:00 PM 

 TIME OF PREPARATION  
  What do I want for Christmas? 
  I want to kneel in Bethlehem, 
     the air thick with alleluias, the angels singing that God is born among us… 
  What do I want for Christmas? 
  To see in that stable  
     the whole world kneeling in thanks for a promise kept: New life. 
  For in this nativity we find ours.  — “What do I Want for Christmas?” by Ann Weems 
 

 PRELUDE “In Dulci Jubilo, BWV 729” Johann Sebastian Bach 
   Dr. Edward Alan Moore, organ 
  “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam 
   Cody Conley, violin 
 

 WELCOME & CHURCH NEWS   The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 

* SHARING GOD’S PEACE    The Rev. Dr. Bush 
Leader: La paz de Cristo esté con ustedes.   The peace of Christ be with you.  
People: Y también contigo.    And also with you.   

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP   Brian, Jennifer, Travis, Eden and Lila Castle 
Leader: Tonight we hear the good news!    
People: God has come to us. 
Leader: God did not show up as a king, but a baby born in Bethlehem, 
People: Who was wrapped in bands of cloth and lain in a manger. 
Leader: Tonight we hear the good news! And we remember that God is surprising, God is faithful to 

God’s promises,  
People: And above all that God is a God of love. 
Leader: Let us worship God! 

 

* HYMN #133 (music printed in bulletin) “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ADESTE FIDELES 
 

 OPENING PRAYER      Felicia Ragsdale 
Leader: Tonight we rejoice in God’s promise kept:  In Jesus, God forgives our sins, heals our wounds, 

welcomes us all. God’s love for us is so strong that God entered this world as one of us to show 
us once and for all that God is with us, always. Let us pray together. 

People: We thank you, Gracious God, for your gift to us this night. Fill our hearts with the good 
news of Jesus’ birth, that we might love others as you have loved us. This we pray in the 
name of your love with us:  Jesus, Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

* Indicates where you may please rise in body or spirit. 



 HEARING GOD’S WORD  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
   The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
   The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
 

 SPECIAL MUSIC  “A Song of Peace” Teresa Jennings 
   Michael Warren, soloist 
 

 GOSPEL LESSON Luke 2:1-7 The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 HOMILY “The Little Things” The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 OFFERING INVITATION   Stephen and Travis Simpson-Hunt 
Leader 1: Together, we have heard the good news of Jesus’ birth. 
Leader 2: Together, we have received God’s precious gift to all of us. 
Leader 1: We respond in faith and offer our gifts too, as an act of worship, thanks and praise. 
Leader 2: With joyful hearts let us now receive this evening’s offering. Let us pray: 
All:  Gracious God, we are amazed by your love for us. As you entered this world in Christ, we 

pray that we may respond to this precious gift with the courage of Mary, the obedience 
of Joseph, the praise of the angels, the wonder of the shepherds and the generosity of the 
magi. May our joy and our generosity mark our celebration not only today, but every 
day. In the name of the Christ-child we pray. Amen.  

 

 OFFERTORY MUSIC  “’Behold That Star” H.T. Burleigh 
   Denise Sheffey-Powell, soloist 
 

— THE LORD’S SUPPER — 
 
 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  The Rev. Dr. Bush 
 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  The Rev. Schoenewolf 
  Leader: El Señor esté con ustedes.  The Lord be with you. 
  People: Y también contigo.  And also with you. 
  Leader: Levantemos nuestros corazones.  Lift up your hearts. 
  People: Lo tenemos levantado al Señor.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Demos gracias al Señor nuestro Dios.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  People: Es justo dar gracias y alabanzas a Dios. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  The Lord’s Prayer can be found on pg. 35 (English), on pg. 40 (Español) or on pg. 45 (한국어) in the  
  Glory to God hymnal.  
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  The Rev. Fowler-Searcy and The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 SHARING THE BREAD & THE CUP 
The communion elements are gluten-free bread and grape juice. The congregation is invited to come forward by using the center 
aisle to the communion servers where each may receive the bread and the cup, then returning to their seats via the side aisles to 
partake of the elements. Those not able to come forward will be served in their seats.   

 

 COMMUNION CAROLS (music printed in bulletin) 
  HYMN #121 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 

  HYMN #145 “What Child Is This” GREENSLEEVES 
  HYMN #114  “Away in a Manger” CRADLE SONG 
 

Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

* Indicates where you may rise in body or spirit. 



 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  Sara Hackett 
Loving God, as you feed our bodies and our spirits by this Communion Meal, we celebrate your 
many gifts to us:  life, love, peace and hope. Thank you for the amazing gift you gave to us in 
Bethlehem – that little town whose name means “House of Bread” – that the baby who was born in 
a manger all those years ago is our Savior, our source of new life, love, peace and hope. May we 
share this good news, today and always. Amen.  

 

* LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE & SHARING OF THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
  John 1:1-5 The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

* HYMN #122 (music printed below) “Silent Night, Holy Night!” STILLE NACHT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION  The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 

 POSTLUDE “In Dulci Jubilo” Marcel Dupré 
   Dr. Moore, organ 

Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

* Indicates where you may rise in body or spirit. 

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1816; stanzas 1-3, English trans. John Freeman Young, 1863;  STILLE NACHT 
stanza 4, English trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell, 1863, alt.Music: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1818. Public domain.                Irregular 



As part of ELPC’s mission to extend radical hospitality to all, 
our full worship service is now being livestreamed on Facebook 
and archived at www.ELPC.church. This notice is to inform you 
that by being in attendance, you give permission for incidences 
where you appear within the video. Should you have any 
questions, please see one of our pastors.  Please turn off all 
electronic devices before the service begins.  

 
♦  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E  
 

Preaching: The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
Participants: The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush 
 The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy  
 Diana, Christopher and Makaylah Bloss 
 Brian, Jennifer, Travis, Eden and  
  Lila Castle 
 Sara Hackett 
 Kimberly and Felicia Ragsdale and  
  Journee Jarvis 
 Travis, Stephen, Parker and  
  Michael Simpson-Hunt 
 Matt Stufft 
 Nandor Szucs 
Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore, Organist and 
  Music Director 
 Cody Conley, Violin 
 Michael Warren, Soloist 
Cantors: David Jennings-Smith 
 Robin Schmeider 
 Denise Sheffey-Powell 
Beadles: Doug Booth and Lenore Williams 
Sound: Tim Benedict and Wayne Gaines 
 

♦  C H R I S T M A S  E V E  W O R S H I P  
 

10 pm ............ Candlelight Service. Prelude music 
begins at 9:30 pm. The Rev. Dr. Randall 
K. Bush preaching.  

 

♦  W O R S H I P  F L O W E R S  
 

The poinsettia plants in the Sanctuary are in loving 
memory of the Honorable Andrew W. Mellon and Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Beatty Mellon.  
 

♦  S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

There will be no Journey service on Sunday, Dec 26. 
 

11 am .......... Sanctuary Worship.  Our largest service 
with a multi-cultural congregation and 
music from organ, piano and choir.   

 Dec 26 — The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
preaching.   

 

Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

♦  W E E K D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

Taizé Sung Prayer 
Chants and periods of meditative silence modeled after 
the Taizé community in France. Rev. BJ Woodworth 
leads this service in the Chapel.  

Wednesdays, 7 pm 

No service on Wednesday, Dec 29 

 

Prayer Room (in Highland Ave hallway) 
Come to sit and pray in silence. Come to experience 
the quiet in the midst of the wonderful busyness. 
  Available everyday 
 
♦  S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  O F F E R I N G  
 

Yoga Retreat  
Join Yamuna Morgenstern and Katrina Woodworth 
for a yoga retreat at ELPC on Saturday, Jan 29 from 9 
am—5 pm. We will begin the day with yoga, followed 
by moments for movement, reflection, meditation, and 
lunch. We hope also to offer the experience of kirtan 
(sacred call and response chanting in Sanskrit). 
Register by Jan 23 to Norma (412.441.3800 x111). 

W E L C O M E  V I S I T O R S ! 
 

We are grateful to have you join us for worship 
and ask you to register your name in our red 
Friendship Books. 
 

To learn more about our programs, church  
activities and volunteer services, we invite you to also: 

 

Pick up a copy of our newsletter, the Reaching Out, 
either in the Narthex or at the Hospitality Desk 
near the Highland Avenue doors. 

 

Call the Church Office (412.441.3800), or visit the 
ELPC website at www.ELPC.church. 



O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 



O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 



WHAT CHILD IS THIS 



AWAY IN A MANGER 


