
G O O D  F R I D A Y  

S E R V I C E  
 
 
 

MARCH 29, 2024 
7 PM • SANCTUARY 



 PRELUDE  Dr. Edward Alan Moore, organist 
  “Were You There?” Craig Phillips 
   based on Glory to God hymnal #228     

 

 CALL TO WORSHIP     The Rev. Patrice L. Fowler-Searcy 
Leader: Today, God makes common cause with our human suffering. 
People: We read the scriptures, sing the hymns, feel the feelings of the day Christ died. 
Leader: Suffering is not rational. It has no answer. 
People: But in the cross, God meets us in our suffering. 
Leader: From this day forward, we know that there is nowhere we can go where God is not with us. 

 

* OPENING HYMN #217 (printed in bulletin)  KING’S WESTON 

    “On a Barren Hilltop” 
 

* CALL TO CONFESSION     Jennifer Karius 
Leader: The promise of our faith is that if we call on the name of the Lord, our God will remember our 

sin no more. Therefore, let us go to the foot of the cross and confess our sins and 
transgressions to our Savior and Lord.  

 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION     Jennifer Karius 
Christ, at times we act as if we do not know you, at times we are guilty of shouting, “Away with 
him!” When we think of those times, we weep and ask for your forgiveness. Forgive us for standing 
with the crowd demanding your crucifixion. Forgive us for denying that you are Lord and Savior. 
Forgive us for failing to love you with our whole heart, mind, and strength. Amen.  

 

 TIME OF SILENT CONFESSION 
 

 ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS    Jennifer Karius 
Leader: Take heart, for we have a high priest, Jesus Christ, the son of God, who understands our human 

experience and sympathizes with our weakness. Christ deals gently with those who are unaware 
or who have gone astray, and he is the source of our eternal salvation. Friends, believe the good 
news of the Gospel. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Praise God!  
 

 TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION 
 

* Indicates where you may please rise in body or spirit. 
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As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
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* HYMN #203 (printed in bulletin) “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” CHEREPONI 

 
 READING “The Ballad of Mary’s Son” by Langston Hughes The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 

It was in the Spring the Passover had come. 
There was feasting in the streets and joy. 
But an awful thing happened in the Spring – men who knew not what they did! 
Killed Mary’s Boy. 
He was Mary’s Son, and the Son of God was He – sent to bring the whole world joy. 
There were some who could not hear, and some were filled with fear – 
So they built a cross for Mary’s Boy. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE SHADOW OF BETRAYAL 
 Reading  Matthew 26:20-25 The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 Hymn #218  “Ah, Holy Jesus” HERZLIEBSTER JESU 
 The first candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

THE SHADOW OF THE AGONY OF SPIRIT AND ARREST 
 Reading  Matthew 26:36-50 Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
 Hymn #220  “Go to Dark Gethsemane” REDHEAD 76 
 The second candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

THE SHADOW OF DENIAL 
 Reading  Matthew 26:69-75 The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
 Poem  “Judas, Peter” by Luci Shaw The Rev. Schoenewolf 

because we are all betrayers,  
taking silver and eating body and blood and asking 
(guilty) is it I and hearing him say yes 
it would be simple for us all to rush out and hang ourselves 
but if we find grace to cry and wait after the voice of morning has crowed in our ears 
clearly enough to break our hearts  
he will be there to ask us each again 
do you love me? 

 The third candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
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THE SHADOW OF ACCUSATION 
 Reading  Matthew 27:11-14, 20-29 Jan Herzer 
 Hymn #221  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” PASSION CHORALE 
 The fourth candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

THE SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION AND HUMILIATION 
 Reading  Matthew 27:30-43 Dr. Chama Dudley 
 Choral Music  “Herzlich tut mich verlangen, BWV 727” Johann Sebastian Bach 
    based on Glory to God hymnal #221 
 The fifth candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

THE SHADOW OF DEATH 
 Reading  Matthew 27:45-54 The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 Hymn #224 (stanzas 1-3)  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” ROCKINGHAM 
 The sixth candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

THE SHADOW OF BURIAL 
 Reading  Matthew 27:56-60 The Rev. Schoenewolf 
 Solo  “Were You There?”  
 The seventh candle is extinguished 
 Time of silent reflection 
 

 LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE John 1:1-5 The Rev. Fowler-Searcy 
 

 DEPART IN SILENCE 
 

March 29  •  Tenebrae 



As part of ELPC’s mission to extend radical hospitality to all, 
our full worship service is now being livestreamed on Facebook 
and archived at www.ELPC.church. This notice is to inform you 
that by being in attendance, you give permission for incidences 
where you appear within the video.  
 

Should you have any questions, please see one of our pastors.   

 

Please silence all electronic devices before the service begins.  

 
♦  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E  
 

Preaching: The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy 
Liturgists: The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf 
 Dr. Charma Dudley 
 Jan Herzer 
 Jennifer Karius 
 Dr. Edward Alan Moore  
Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore, Organist/ 
    Music Director 
Cantors: Adrianna Cleveland 
 Todd Farwell 
 Tessa Morris 
 Logan Williams  
Sound: Tim Benedict  
 Wayne Gaines 

 
♦  H O L Y  W E E K  W O R S H I P  S E R V I C E S  
 

Below is a listing of the remaining Holy Week and Easter 
Sunday services we are offering at East Liberty Presbyterian 
Church. We invite you to join us on our journey. 

 
H O L Y  S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  3 0  
 

7:00 pm ....... Easter Vigil Service.  The Great Vigil 
includes reaffirmation of baptism vows, 
communion and announcement of 
Christ’s resurrection. The Rev. BJ 
Woodworth will lead this service. 

 
E A S T E R  S U N D A Y ,  M A R C H  3 1  
 

8:45 am ........ Journey Worship.  The Rev. Patrice L. 
Fowler-Searcy will preach at this 
communion service in the Social Hall.  

 

11 am ........... Sanctuary Worship.  Our largest service, 
with music from the Chancel Choir and 
guest instrumentalists. Special music 
begins at 10:45 am. The Rev. Patrice L. 
Fowler-Searcy will preach and lead 
communion. 

 

♦  W E E K D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

Taizé: Prayerful Song and Quiet Meditation   
Chants and periods of meditative silence modeled after 
the Taizé community in France. Rev. BJ Woodworth 
leads this service in the Chapel.  

Wednesdays, 7 pm 
 

Prayer Room (in Highland Ave hallway) 
Come to sit and pray in silence. Come to experience 
the quiet in the midst of the wonderful busyness. 
  Available everyday 

 
♦  W E E K L Y  S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  O F F E R I N G S  
 

Contemplative Prayer  
Rev. BJ Woodworth will lead a time on Zoom 
(Meeting ID 959 8065 3992) to practice a variety of 
contemplative prayer practices utilizing fixed prayers, 
scripture, music, silence, art and our bodies.  

Mondays, 7:30 to 8 am 
Meeting ID #959 8065 3992 

Passcode: bestill 
 
 

Meditation Hour 
Join John Benedict, retired psychologist and practitioner 
of insight meditation, in the Prayer Room for an hour 
devoted to meditation, which includes an opening 
reading, silent sitting, and walking. All are welcome!  

Tuesdays, 6-7 pm 
 

Cathedral Yoga 
Yamuna will lead yoga in-person in the Sanctuary.  

Wednesdays, 6 to 7 pm (before Taizé) 
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W E L C O M E  V I S I T O R S ! 
 

We are grateful to have you join us for worship 
this evening and ask you to register your name in 
our red Friendship Books. 
 

To learn more about our programs, church  
activities and volunteer services, we invite you to also: 

 

Pick up a copy of our newsletter, the Reaching Out, 
either in the Narthex or at the Hospitality Desk 
near the Highland Avenue doors. 

 

Attend an Inquirers’ Class to learn more about 
ELPC, Presbyterian theology, and to explore 
membership. Please contact Megan Leisher for 
more info on future classes (MeganL@coh.net).  

 

Call the Church Office (412.441.3800), or visit the 
ELPC website at www.ELPC.church. 



#217 — ON A BARREN HILLTOP 

CCLI #689547 



#203 — JESU, JESU, FILL US WITH YOUR LOVE 

CCLI #689547 



#218 — AH, HOLY JESUS 



#220 — GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE 



#221 — O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED 



#224 — WHEN I SURVEY THE WONDROUS CROSS (vs. 1-3) 



116 South Highland Ave 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206 

www.ELPC.church 
 

@EastLibertyPresbyterian 

Extending radical hospitality to all! 


