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Prelude: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  

Welcome and Opening Centering and Silence  

*  All Earth Is Waiting 
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NB8  In God Alone 

OneLicense.net #A-700877 

From the depths of our being 

this prayer rises up: Come, 

Jesus. Come for all those who 

are suffering; come for those 

who have no hope.  
 

Like John the Baptist, we would 

like to prepare your ways, and 

to allow your light to radiate 

through in our lives, that light 

which has already risen on the 

world. (Brother Alois of Taizé) Come, Jesus. 



Psalm 74 (selected verses; from “Psalms for Praying” by Nan C. Merrill)  
 

Sung Response:  20  O Lord, Hear My Prayer (verse 1) 
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O Beloved of my heart, what does it mean  
That I feel separated from you? 
How is it that I fear your anger 
And condemnation? 
I have known your Presence  
In days gone by, when you counseled me  
As a guide and a friend. 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

I remember your Holy Temple, 
Within my heart, in your mercy, 
Direct me once again 
Before fear destroys me 
And leads me too far astray? 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

Doubt and anxiety have crept  
Into the Inner Tabernacle, 
Erecting walls as a defense, 
My mind dwells on hurts of the past 
And foresees a dim future, 
All the beauty and joy of companioning with you 
Is lost in the anger that consumes me; 
I become a prisoner in my own being. 
I say to myself, “I will subdue these fears,” 
Even knowing that only your refining fire  
Will rout them out. 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

When I call upon you, O Beloved, 
Pride and arrogance flee, 
And your strength upholds me. 
You revive my spirit, and I live in peace; 
For you are with the poor in spirit forever.  

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

I shall always remember your covenant, 
As the shadows within rise up to the Light. 
Love will stand by as these fears are released; 
In the Silence where we meet, 
I shall praise your name! 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 
 

Come, O Beloved, counsel me with love; 
In your mercy, direct me once again  
Before fear destroys me  
And leads me too far astray! 
O Companioning Presence,  
Make your home in my heart. 

O LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER 



The Word/Meditation:  Psalm 13 (from “Psalms for Praying” by Nan C. Merrill)  
 

How long, my Beloved? Will you forget me forever? 
How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear this pain in my soul, and live with sorrow all the day? 
How long will fear rule my life? 
 

Notice my heart and answer me, O my Beloved; 
Enlighten me, lest I walk as one dead to life; 
Lest my ego fears say, “We have won the day;” 
Lest they rejoice in their strength. 
 

As I trust in your steadfast Love; 
My heart will rejoice; for in you is freedom. 
I shall sing to the Beloved, who has answered my prayers a thousand fold! 
Come, O Beloved, make your home in my heart.  

Prayer (from “A Weary World: Reflections for a Blue Christmas” by Kathy Escobar)  
 

God,  
Help us live in the places that don’t make sense.  
Help us keep hobbling through the hard.  
Help us remember that no matter how confused,  
 broken, tired, or faithless we might feel,  
 you are with us and we are part of your story.  

Silence (lasting approximately 5-7 minutes)  



36  In The Bleak Midwinter 

 



Candle Lighting Liturgy 

Candle #1 
For those who have died this year 
 

We light this first candle to remember the 
people in our lives who died this past year, 
whose presence we ache for, whose spirit we 
are missing, whose absence we grieve. 
 

Unison response: God, we ache. 
 

Candle #2 
Honoring the pain of  losses 
 

We light this second candle to represent the 
wide range of losses we and others in our 
lives are grieving right now, broken 
relationships, the loss of health, jobs, faith 
that used to be certain, and dreams that were 
shattered.  
 

Unison response: God, we are grieving.  
 

Candle #3  
To honor ourselves, our souls,  
what we're feeling and experiencing 
 

We light this third candle for our weary 
souls; for the burdens we are carrying, for 
heavy hearts.  
 

Unison response: God, we long for light. 
 

Candle #4  
A desire for hope and peace 
 

We light this fourth candle as a symbol of 
our desire for hope and peace in this season, 
to remember that amidst the darkness, light 
and love can seep in.  
 

Unison response: God, we are open. 



Silent and Spoken Prayers 
 

Please feel free to add your spoken petitions.  
 

A note about praying for others out loud: Some people are comfortable with having their prayer concerns lifted up in 
public worship. Others are not. Before you share aloud any prayer concerns, please be sure that you are not breaking 
confidentialities.  
 

Whether or not you say the person’s name out loud, God hears and receives the intentions of your heart. 

  

OneLicense.net #A-700877 

NB53 The Lord’s Prayer 



Prayer over the Anointing Oil (in unison) 
 

You are invited if you so desire to come forward down the center aisle to be anointed 
with oil and receive a simple blessing this evening. Come forward as you feel led.  

 

Bless this oil, O Lord, pressed from the fruit of the earth. Let it be 
a holy ointment for the wounds and worries of those who receive it. 
May it be a sign to all of us of your constant desire to touch our 
lives and bring us to health and wholeness. Bless us, O Lord, as we 
come before you and seek to experience through the touch of 
others, your everlasting love. Amen. 

*  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
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5 6 



37  Within Our Darkest Night 

As a sign of  our desire for hope and 
peace, we will light our candles as we 
begin to sing. After the song, please 
leave in silence, extinguishing your 

candle as you exit the Chapel. 
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 SPIRITUAL LIFE EVENTS  

Contemplative Prayer  

Monday morning Contemplative Prayer will restart 
tomorrow, Sept 9 from 7:30-8 am. Please join Pastor 
BJ Woodworth on Zoom (Meeting ID: 959 8065 3992; 
Passcode: bestill) for 30 minutes of communal silence 
and guided meditation on scripture.  

Mondays, 7:30-8 am 
 

Tuesday Morning Zoom Prayer Group 

ELPC offers an online prayer group each Tuesday 
morning from 8-8:20 am, hosted by ELPC member 
Steve Evrard. These 20-minute sessions feature 
scripture readings, responsive prayer, and interactive 
dialogue. All are welcome at this opportunity for 
fellowship and prayer.  

Tuesdays, 8-8:30 am 

Meeting ID: 896 9680 6662 • Passcode 116 
or you may call in by dialing 929.205.6099 

 

Meditation Hour  

The Spiritual Life Committee invites you to join John 
Benedict in the Chapel each Tuesday from 6-7 pm for 
an hour devoted to meditation. The session will 
include an opening reading, silent sitting, and walking. 
John is a retired psychologist and a long time student 
and practitioner of insight meditation.  

Tuesdays, 6-7 pm 
 

Cathedral Yoga 

Yamuna will lead yoga in-person in the Sanctuary 
before the 7 pm Taizé Prayer service.  

Wednesdays, 6-7 pm 
 

May the Lord  be with you this holiday season. 

The Rev. BJ Woodworth is Minister 
of Taizé Prayer here at ELPC.  

 
BJ is also Director of Spiritual Life Ministries 
and is available to provide spiritual direction 
to anyone who is a part of the ELPC 
community (attending a worship service 
makes YOU a part of that community).  

 
He can be reached at: 

412.441.3800 x241 
BJW@coh.net 

mailto:BJW@coh.net


 ELPC EVENTS  

RCC Holiday Concert — Dec 7 

The Renaissance City 
Choir will present A Very 
Ruby Holiday in concert on 
Saturday, Dec 7 at 7 pm at 
ELPC! From your favorite 
holiday standards to asking Santa to Bring Me a Man, 
this concert will bring the holiday fun. RCC will be 
joined by the WVU Chamber Singers. Following the 
concert there will be a cookie social. For ticket info, 
visit www.rccpittsburgh.com. 
 

Strengthen Your Finances with Open Hand Ministries 

Are you considering homeownership but are worried 
about affordability? Are you struggling to maintain fi-
nancial discipline in light of the increased cost of liv-
ing? If you answered yes, you are not alone. To find 
how the Open Hand Ministries community can help 
you reach your financial goals, contact Wayne Younger 
(office@openhandpittsburgh.org; 412.924.1409). 
 

The ELPC building 
will be closed for Christmas on  

Wednesday, Dec 25, and Thursday, Dec 26. 

LGBTQIA+ Ministry’s Spiritual Gathering — Dec 15 

You are invited to 
a t t e n d  t h e 
LGBTQIA+ Minis-
try’s spiritual gather-
ing on Sunday, Dec 
15 at 12:30 pm. Join 
us to share lunch and 
conversation. Allies 
and LGBTQIA+ 
folks alike welcome! 
Contact Wil Forrest 
(Wil@coh.net).  
 

Jam with the YAMs — Dec 15 

If you’re 18–40 years old, join members of our Young 
Adult Ministry (YAMs) after worship on Sunday, Dec 15 
at Noon for pizza and bowling in ELPC’s 1930s duck 
pin bowling alley. Old friends and new visitors are 
equally welcome to attend! RSVP to Sara Hackett 
(SaraH@coh.net). 

Photo by Kevin King 

 

Christmas 

5 PM FRIENDS & FAMILY SERVICE 
10 PM CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

Both services will be held in the Sanctuary, feature 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and candle 
lighting, and will be led by Pastor Michael Diaz. 


