
 

116 South Highland Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206 

 

412.441.3800 
www.ELPC.church 

FAMILY WORSHIP SERVICE  

2024 •  5  PM  



* Indicates where you may please rise in body or spirit. 

 TIME OF PREPARATION 
A child is born with an odd heritage, in an odd place, under odd circumstances. But this is a "Prince of 
Peace," a "Wonderful Counselor," a "Mighty God." Angels sing, people come from miles around, and a 
star shines brightly on the place where he lay swaddled. Odd enough. But then this Presence of God, 
Emmanuel, goes on to live an odd life of presence with the poor, the unlikely, the untouchable, the lowly 
and in the end, gives himself for the sake of the least of these. 
 — Reading from “Presence in the Midst of Loneliness” by Marcia McFee Dylan Evers  

 
 PRELUDE “In Dulci Jubilo” Marcel Dupré 
    Dr. Edward Alan Moore, organ 
   “God Rest Ye” Elijah Herzer, clarinet 
   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” Brady Conley, viola 
   “O Holy Night” Adolphe Adam 
    Cody Conley, violin 
 
 WELCOME   Rev. Dr. Michael A. Diaz 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP     Annabel Degenholtz 
     Taylor Reese 

Leader: Tonight, we tell the story that we tell every year — the story of Christ’s birth, the story of love 
made flesh. For generations, people have gathered together on this holy night, because there is 
something about this story that speaks to the deepest parts of us. We believe in bundling up 
this hope, this good news, and passing it on — to our children, to our neighbors, to the world 
around us. Our story is in the story of Christmas. Friends, there is good news to tell – good 
news for all! 

People: To us is born this day in Bethlehem a Savior who is Christ the Lord! 
Leader: Friends, look around! God is giving us a sign of God’s love: 
People: You will find a child wrapped in cloth and lying in a manger. This baby is Emmanuel – 

God with us! 
Leader: Let us sing our praises to God! 
People: Glory to God in the highest and peace to all people on earth! 

 
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN #113 (music printed in bulletin)  GLORIA 

  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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As a diverse community of believers, we strive to follow God – the Creator who calls us, Jesus who teaches us,  
and the Spirit who empowers us. We show God’s unconditional love by providing a refuge for spiritual growth,  

ardently pursuing justice, and extending Christ’s radical hospitality to all. (Strategic Vision mission statement, 2011) 
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 OPENING PRAYER   Rev. BJ Woodworth 
Leader: Living God, on this holy night we gather – to stand with shepherds, amazed at your glory; to 

sing with angels, rejoicing in your work; to wait with Joseph, trusting in your promise; to sit 
with Mary, cradling your love. 

People: May the good news of this night inspire us to tell the world of our great joy: for to us is 
born a Savior; the Messiah, the Lord. Glory and praise to you forever! Amen. 

 
 ANTHEM  “In the Bleak Midwinter” Gustav Holst 
    Cody Conley, violin 
 

 LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES AND THE CHRIST CANDLE  
     Meghan Bogema, Matt, and Emilia Battifareno 
     Brian, Eden, and Lila Castle 
     Annabel Degenholtz 
     Bill Johnson 
     Taylor Reese 
 

* HYMN #121 (music printed in bulletin) “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ST. LOUIS 
 

 SCRIPTURE READING   Luke 2:7-20 Rev. Woodworth 
 

 SERMON “We Tell This Story” Rev. Dr. Diaz 
 

 PRAYER OF INTERCESSION & THE LORD’S PRAYER  Jan Herzer 
Loving God, we admit that there is something so marvelous and wonderful about this night: 
 the glow of the candlelight, and the familiar hymns, 
 the kids that are filled with contagious, joyful energy, 
 joy and hope are in the air. 
Help us to share the joy of this night 
 with the children of this city, 
 with single parents, 
 with lonely young adults, 
 with our unhoused neighbors, 
 with those who are grieving, 
 with people who couldn’t quite make it home for Christmas. 
Help us live like the shepherds—who weren’t afraid to go and tell the good news. 
Help us take the words of the angels to heart—to not be afraid. 
Help us to be as trusting as Joseph—who chose to believe the impossible. 
But more than anything, give us the courage to tell this story. 
 

As we tell your story of good news, let us once again speak the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray, saying: 
Our Father/Creator/Mother… Amen. 
 

  The Lord’s Prayer can be found on pg. 35 (English), on pg. 40 (Español) or on pg. 45 (한국어) in the Glory to God hymnal.  
 

 OFFERING INVITATION  Brian, Eden, Jen and Lila Castle 
We offer our gifts in response to God's love, and the grace of Jesus Christ,  
which we seek to make known through the ministries of this congregation. 
 

You are invited to use the QR code to the right if you would like to make a 
donation in support of ELPC. A donation box is also available in the Sanctuary. 

 

 OFFERTORY  “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” Robert MacGimsey 
    David Jennings-Smith, soloist 
 

Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 



Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

* DOXOLOGY AT THE PRESENTATION #143 (verse 4)  REGENT SQUARE 

 
 
 

* SHARING GOD’S PEACE   Rev. Dr. Diaz 
     Rev. Woodworth 
 Leader: La paz de Cristo esté con ustedes.   The peace of Christ be with you.  
 People: Y también contigo.   And also with you.   

 
— THE LORD’S SUPPER — 

 

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER  Rev. Dr. Diaz 
 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING  Rev. Woodworth 
  Leader: El Señor esté con ustedes.  The Lord be with you. 
  People: Y también contigo.  And also with you. 
  Leader: Levantemos nuestros corazones.  Lift up your hearts. 
  People: Lo tenemos levantado al Señor.  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Leader: Demos gracias al Señor nuestro Dios.  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
  People: Es justo dar gracias y alabanzas a Dios. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION Rev. Dr. Diaz 
  Rev. Woodworth 
 

 SHARING THE BREAD & THE CUP 
The communion elements are gluten-free bread and grape juice. The congregation is invited to come forward by using the center 
aisle to the communion servers where each may receive the bread and the cup, then returning to their seats via the side aisles to 
partake of the elements. Congregants in the Transepts will be guided by volunteers to receive communion. Those not able to come 
forward will be served in their seats.  

 



Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

 MUSIC DURING COMMUNION  

   “Away in a Manger” Brady Conley, viola 
  HYMN #136 (music printed in bulletin) “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” GO TELL IT 
   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Elijah Herzer, clarinet 
 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (unison)  Rev. Woodworth 
Holy and astounding God, on this night, at this table, in this meal, we have been met by Christ – 
the reflection of your glory, the imprint of your being. As we depart from this place, may our lives 
be a joyful song, proclaiming the good news for all the world. Amen. 

 

 SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST  Rev. Dr. Diaz 
 

* HYMN #122 (music printed in bulletin) “Silent Night” STILLE NACHT 
 

* CHARGE & BENEDICTION  Rev. Dr. Diaz 
 

* RECESSIONAL HYMN #134 (music printed in bulletin)  ANTIOCH 
  “Joy to the World” 
 

 POSTLUDE “Joy to the World — Carillon” Mary Beth Bennett 
   Dr. Moore, organ 
 

 



Dec 24 • Christmas Eve Service 

As part of ELPC’s mission to extend radical hospitality to all, 
our full worship service is now being livestreamed on Facebook 
and archived at www.ELPC.church. This notice is to inform you 
that by being in attendance, you give permission for incidences 
where you appear within the video. Should you have any 
questions, please see one of our pastors.   

 

Please turn off all electronic devices before the service begins.  

 
♦  P A R T I C I P A N T S  I N  T O D A Y ’ S  S E R V I C E  
 

Preaching: Rev. Dr. Michael A. Diaz 
Liturgists: Rev. BJ Woodworth  
 Meghan Bogema, Matt, and  
    Emilia Battifareno 
 Brian, Eden, Jen and Lila Castle 
 Annabel Degenholtz 
 Sara Hackett 
 Jan Herzer 
 Bill Johnson 
 Taylor Reese 
Musicians: Dr. Edward Alan Moore 
    Organist and Music Director 
 Cody Conley, Violin 
 Brady Conley, Viola 
 Elijah Herzer, Clarinet 
Cantors: David Jennings Smith 
 Tessa Morris 
 Robin Thompson 
 Logan Williams 
Acolytes: Annie and Liam Cowan  
Beadles: Polly McQueen 
 Mario Seneca 
Crucifer: Jan Herzer  
Sound: Tim Benedict and Wayne Gaines 
 

♦  W O R S H I P  F L O W E R S  
 

The poinsettia plants in the Sanctuary are in loving 
memory of the Honorable Andrew W. Mellon and Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Beatty Mellon, sponsored by the 
congregation members.  
 
♦  S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

There will be no Journey service on Sunday, Dec 29. 
 

11 am .......... Sanctuary Worship.  Our largest service 
with a multi-cultural congregation and 
music from organ, piano and choir.   

 Dec 29 — Rev. Dr. Michael A. Diaz 
preaching.   

 

♦  W E E K D A Y  W O R S H I P  
 

Taizé: Prayerful Song and Quiet Meditation   
Chants and periods of meditative silence modeled after 
the Taizé community in France. Rev. BJ Woodworth 
leads this service in the Chapel.  

Wednesdays, 7 pm 
No service (and no Cathedral Yoga) on Dec 25 and Jan 1. 

 

Prayer Room (in Highland Ave hallway) 
Come to sit and pray in silence. Come to experience 
the quiet in the midst of the wonderful busyness. 
  Available everyday 
 

♦  W E E K L Y  S P I R I T U A L  L I F E  O F F E R I N G S  
 

Contemplative Prayer on Mondays 
Rev. BJ Woodworth will lead a time on Zoom of 30 
minutes of communal silence and guided meditation 
on scripture.   

Mondays, 7:30 to 8 am 
Meeting ID: 959 8065 3992 

Passcode: bestill 
 

Tuesday Morning Zoom Prayer Group 
Join Steve Evrard on Zoom for a time of scripture 
readings, responsive prayer, and interactive dialogue.  

Tuesdays, 8 to 8:30 am 
Meeting ID: 896 9680 6662 

Passcode: 116 
 

W E L C O M E  V I S I T O R S ! 
 

We are grateful to have you join us for worship 
this afternoon and ask you to register your name 
in our red Friendship Books. 
  

To learn more about our programs, church  
activities and volunteer services, we invite you to also: 

  

Pick up a copy of our newsletter, the Reaching Out, 
either in the Narthex or at the Hospitality Desk 
near the Highland Avenue doors. 

  

Attend an Inquirers’ Class to learn more about 
ELPC, Presbyterian theology, and to explore 
membership. Please see one of the pastors to 
attend, or contact Jen King for info on future 
classes (JenK@coh.net).   

  

Call the Church Office (412.441.3800), or visit the 
ELPC website at www.ELPC.church. 



#113 — ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 



#121 — O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 



 

#136 — GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

CCLI #689547 



#122 — SILENT NIGHT 



#134 — JOY TO THE WORLD 




